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and a halfpenny's woith of turpentine are all sufficient.
But these would-be artists, who have such hope in
mere tools, seldom know much of design And it
may be well to remind many people, teachers as well
as editors, that it is only the veriest snob m education
or m Journalism who would sneer at any man for
devoting himself to simply teaching the rudiments of
any humble branch of learning or art.

It must be admitted that embossing sheet-metal,
especially brass, though popular as an amusement for
amateurs, is less generally useful than any of the
branches already described. It requires a finished
knowledge of design and a skill in tracing which few
possess if really good work is to be done. By means
of it sheet-metal is hammered into low relief by
working it cold on a piece of board, or into much
higher relief and more varied form by beating it on a
bed of composition made of pitch, plaster of Pans,
and brick dust, and annealing it. The tools used are
punches, usually costing from pd. to is each. They
are generally either tracers for outlining patterns or
meets for grounding. The sheet-brass costs from is
to is 6cL a pound in small quantities. A full descrip-
tion of the art, in a readily accessible and cheap
form, both in cold hammering and by annealing, is
given m the Manual of Kepousse* Work Anneal-
ing consists in warming the work from time to
time as it becomes hardened from hammering It
is easily done with a heater and tube from a gas light.
It is all important in repousse* that the pupil before
attempting to work patterns should learn to make
or run lines, curves, &c> very accurately with the
tracer. Unless this is done, no good work will ever